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Mehmet Bora KAYDAN, Lerzan ERKILIC & Ferenc KOZÁR. — First record of Phenacoccus 
solani Ferris from Turkey (Hem., Coccoidea, Pseudococcidae) 


The solanum mealybug, Phenacoccus solani Ferris, is widely distributed in the Afrotro- 
pical Region (Cape Verde, South Africa, Zimbabwe), the Australasian Region (Hawaiian 
Islands, Kiribati, Marshall Islands), the Nearctic Region (Canada, Mexico, USA), the Neotropical 
Region (Netherlands Antilles, Brazil, Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru, Puerto Rico, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Venezuela) and the Oriental Region (Singapore, Thailand, Taiwan, Vietnam) 
(ScaleNet, 2008). It was recorded in Sicily for the first time in the Palaearctic Region by 
MAZZEO et al. (1999). More recently, it was recorded in Iran (MOGHADDAM et al., 2004) and 
in Israel (BEN-Dov, 2005). Although this species is polyphagous, having 63 host plants 
belonging to 29 plant families, the solanum mealybug is recorded as a serious insect pest on 
tobacco in Zimbabwe by WILLIAMS et al. (1985), on Capsicum annuum in greenhouses in 
Japan and Israel by BEN-Dov (2005) and NAKAHIRA & ARAWAKA (2006), on Nicotiana 
bethamiana in greenhouses in Israel by BEN-DOov (2005) and on ornamentals in USA 
(Florida) by HAMLEN (1974). In this note we report the presence of this mealybug in Turkey 
and add a new record for the Palaearctic Region. 


Material examined. — Adana, on Portulaca oleracea, 25.V1.2007, (5 9), L. Erkiliç leg. It was 
collected on the roots of the host plant. The mealybug density was quite high. 


The new record presented here indicates that this mealybug now has a wider distribution 
in the Palaearctic Region, especially in the Mediterranean basin, and might become an 
important new pest in this region. Further studies could show a still wider distribution in the 
Mediterranean area of Turkey. 
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